Contend For the Faith
Jude 3,4
Satan’s strategy: “If you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em.
· Satan has attempted to crush the church by using persecution but every time he’s tried, the church has grown stronger.
· By corrupting from within, Satan has been able to bring false doctrine into the church. 

Vs. 3a: Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation…
· To be a Christian is to be a part of a community.
· The world has this in common: We are all sinners in need of a Savior.
· We all need Jesus!

Vs. 3b: I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.

· The Gospel is a valuable message worth protecting!
· Contend means to agonize over; to wrestle for.

What is “the faith”? The essential truths of the gospel that all Christians hold in common.

Important Christian Doctrines Worth Contending For:
Jesus is God Incarnate:
John 1:1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
When Philip asked Jesus to show them the Father:
John 14:11
Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves. 
There’s only one way to receive salvation: 
John 14:6
“I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except through Me”. 
Born of a virgin: 
Matthew 1:23
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel” (which means, God with us)

He died and rose from the grave:
1 Corinthians 15:3-4:
 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. 

Vs. 4a: For certain men have crept in unnoticed:
· They may be unnoticed by the church, but they are noticed by God.
· Truth always wins! Our responsibility is to be on the side of TRUTH!!

They introduced two very dangerous doctrines:
1. They turned the grace of God into lewdness.
Lewdness: Licentiousness; Sensuality

2. They denied the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
“Lord” God: One who possesses supreme authority.
“Lord” Jesus: Owner or possessor 
· He is the Supreme Authority and our Master. He owns me! 

More verses to consider:
2 Timothy 4:3
2 Peter 2:1
1 Peter 3:15
Romans 6:1
Matthew 7:15-23




