Contend For the Faith
Jude 8

The church needs the spiritual gift of discernment.
· The church needs to be able to discern between truth and error. 

Application from verses 5-7
· Children of Israel who rebelled in the wilderness: 
· God’s children cannot pick which commandments they choose to obey and disregard the ones they do not want to obey. 
· If this marks my life, I need to repent.

· The angels who rebelled against God: 
· Pride and Rebelliousness leads to falling away from God. 
· If this marks my life, I need to repent. 

· Sodom and Gomorrah:
·  God’s commandments are not old fashioned, out of date and unnecessary.
·  If this marks my life , I need to repent. 

Characteristics of apostates
1. Dreamers who defile the flesh: 
· Modern day Gnosticism: They claim to have received special revelation from God.  
· Every true word of knowledge is accompanied by humility; followed by conformation from the Word of God. 

2. They reject authority: 
· Our culture today nurtures rejection of authority. 
· Rejection of authority in the church leads to spiritual anarchy. 

3. They speak evil of dignitaries: 
· The by-product of people rejecting authority is they’ll also reject God, who is the ultimate dignitary. 

Scriptures to consider
1 Samuel 15:22; 1 John 5:3; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-4; Romans 8:21-24; Philippians 1:15; 


